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Chairman’s notes of LASSeO meeting No.69
Held at 1 Abbey Garden
29th November 2010
Present
 
Mick Davies (MD) (Chair)
Merlin Erroll (ME)
Jayne Ward (JW)

Wilma Jackson (WJ)
John Gill (JG)
Lawrence Faulkner (LF)
Robin Ellis (RE)
Apologies

Den Hollander (DH) 

Owen McLaughlin (OM)
Gwyn Williams (GW)
Previous Minutes


These were accepted.
Agenda Items
New interest

MD reported on new interest from Stockton & NESTI and that he had responded to their requests for information in regard to specifications.  He had also indicated to them that they would be welcome to attend meetings and that LASSeO could provide support in this area if required and funding was available. 

Implications of increased DESFire capacity on specifications 

LF reported on his review of the DESFire specification – there was no problem within the LASSeO spec although there was some minor cause for confusion on the ITSO encoding document. 

LF to contact ITSO to resolve.

Guidance papers – progress 
It was agreed that discussion of guidance papers should be postponed until Den Hollander and Geoff Doggett were both present.
Payment cards & Public transport
KF and MD reported on the recent meeting. The meetings were described as useful but there were basic differences between the provision of cash cards and more inclusive government cards (eg Town Cards) which must cater for customers without any banking functions.   The LASSeO meeting also discussed other low cost e-purse options, progress with Squid in closed and open systems, and the key message seemed to be one of avoiding lock-in.   
As a footnote, KF reported on Campus cards where ITSO is also being mandated.  However, this is not being used anywhere.   It was agreed that it is appropriate to consider promoting the LASSeO specification for campus cards.  
MD is to broach this subject with Richard Poynder with a view to presenting to HESCA.
Publicity
It was agreed that LASSeO should not seek listing in the “Europe business guide” although the chair was asked to explore joining the Cambridge network.
MD reported on quite healthy web stats and it was agreed that the use of SEO services was not appropriate at this time. 
Other progress/situation reports
LF reported on ITSO, its aspirations, the upcoming move to Milton Keynes and the intention to bring testing into the UK.  ITSO had secured funding for 3 years and recruitment was underway.   International initiatives were being put on the back burner and an ITSO newsletter was overdue.
JG reported that there were no new opportunities for SNAPI 
WJ reported on the DWP project:

The online registration was up and running at Southampton and this was performing well. It was described as very encouraging and had responded well particularly after the initial criteria had been tuned. An information note was being devised to be disseminated shortly.

WJ also reported that there had been some delays at Mid Suffolk and that the project was slightly behind schedule.  As a result of this the e-purse functions had been shelved.  Unicard and GD were producing a paper for dissemination.

There was no funding available but it was hoped to get this information out to TCAs, CEs and LAs.  It was agreed that all parties would do all they could to disseminate any lessons learned from the DWP project so that we could maximise the value from these projects. 

KF reported that SCNF had developed new contact lists and that the Loyalty and Rewards event had been rescheduled. He also reported on the SPICE event and concluded that Time banking worked well in small communities.  
The challenge is to find ways of developing scalable solutions in this area. 
MD indicated that Time banking could be an area where LASSeO could help to take the agenda forward.
Next meeting
This was agreed for 26th January 2011 and the chairman wished members a Merry Christmas and a happy New Year. 

LASSeO: www.lasseo.org.uk 
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