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Notes on LASSeO meeting No.61

Held at Fielden House, Westminster

24 June 2009

Present

Mick Davies (MD)

John Gill (JG)

Owen McLaughlin (OM)

Kevin Farquharson (KF)

Merlin Erroll (ME)

Chris Shire (CS)

Robin Ellis (RE)

Gwyn Williams (GW)

Chris Oulds (CO)

Den Hollander (DH)
Apologies

Jayne Ward
Steve Beecroft

Geoff Doggett

Phil Cox (Will not be available in the future)

Alan Leibert

Previous Minutes


These were accepted.

Action items

Closed items 

MD met with BERR (now DIS) – meeting was non event , keen on smartcards and standards – nothing else happening (outsourced to Technology Strategy Board TSB) 

Number of official LA requests for ITSO derogation – No official data.
Desfire spec issued to interested parties.
AIDC - Compliance report
Lasseo gets 20% commission now of AIDC sales – 1st sale made (Smarttran) and 10 day turnaround agreed with AIDC.
AIDC press release on LASSeO – KF thinks reaction to press release about issue of Hillingdon Card

ISL conference

MD presented at ISL conference
Open items

TCF WG21 – Outline Document (headings etc) available. MD to request circulation to LASSeO  

ACT quote on 4m cards using ITSO – MD contacted ACT – answer is now “a lot”? No solid data, to be further investigated.

Olympics – MD confirmed LASSeO interest in the review to be published July 12th at House of Commons Library.

Deferred items

IPR issues discussion with BFBC – to be started after the DESfire specification is available 

Agenda Items
1.
Specification Status

Mifare

Mifare Classic – OM advised that a slight textual change is needed.  KF advised that a small change is required to cover licencing arising out of Waltham Forest work in March (OM confirmed is not in spec and needs to be).  

Action: KF to email wording required to MD for OM to agree.

SCNF website has facility to hold the new specs.  Agreed that LASSeO would issue its specs through the SCNF website in short term while LASSeO site being redeveloped and that SCNF would also help to promote the specs – Action: MD to contact John Defoe to put a forward note on LASSeO website and link to SCNF website.  

Discussions took place on the possibility of AIDC hosting or linking to spec from its site.   Action: MD to discuss with AIDC

DESfire

MD raised an email received from ITSO with side note from Keith James (MVA)/Chris Stanford on the LASSeO spec covering issues raised by GW and AL regarding appropriate version of DESfire.  LASSeO will specify the native operating mode until ITSO “moves up the food chain a bit”.  KF outlined discussion at SSIG regarding version – suggesting that the EV1 version of DESfire is better than native mode because it is more secure.

Extensive discussions took place around the whole area of which DESfire technology should be recommended and how it should be adopted:

· There is a risk for LAs that DESfire native mode could be deemed insecure later and that users of this technology could be exposed again if they suddenly had to move to EV1.  

· LASSeO need to consider future proofing of spec.

· The nature of the LASSeO/ITSO relationship was challenged
MD believed that LASSeO should take a robust view (with LASSeO supporting EV1 4k as a minimum).  

· OM expressed the view that LASSeO should recommend EV1 but endorse native mode at the moment.  NB There is a significant amount of work (3 months min) to upgrade the DESFire spec to full EV1.

· It was also believed that HOPS already deployed would not cope with EV1

· The ITSO note was non-specific with no commitment at present.  

· ITSO has certified 2 versions of EV1 card but were still discussing best options.

· OM confirmed only the value for money reason to move from native to EV1 is the security/crypto feature.

· CS indicated that Oyster (Transys) is about to move to another more secure advance features operating platform and migrate to new cards (DESfire EV1).  Integration of ITSO (concessionary) and open loop contactless payment (Paypass/Paywave) are identified as key features of this new “generation”. 

· There was further discussion around a perceived lack of interest from TfL in anything “non-London”. 

· The meeting agreed that LASSeO should in principle be supporting Open International Standards.

There is a need for a LASSeO AID for future use.  It was agreed that LASSeO should approach BFBC to allow the adoption of their AID – 

Action: MD to talk to BFBC (JW)
Agreed LASSeO would release spec (once certain about version number agreed) to SSIG at ITSO 

Action MD
Agreed Position: LASSeO should strongly recommend moving to EV1, using native mode, but will cater for pre-EV1 cards.  LASSeO will simultaneously aim to start to develop a LASSeO spec for full EV1 with ISO elements.  
Issues arising from ITSO NOTE (MVA technical note – reference KJ045 (read out by MD to the meeting)  
· OM was concerned and saw substantial problems with the suggestion to issue cards with ITSO shell and LASSeO empty application space. This seemed to outline a non-operational solution as there is no memory recovery mechanism (i.e cannot replace an “empty” application space by an operational one)
· It raised significant questions about key handling and whether, or not, LAs would be able to deal with this complex and untested area. 
· It was agreed that LASSeO needs to raise this as an issue asap and get activity started (ITSO/LASSeO/Bureau) to deal with this.
  
Action:  MD to contact Keith James and request a meeting to discuss & clarify 
the issues.

JCOP and CMD2 Java

Discussions ensued around the emerging ECEBs products and a general concern about proprietary nature of the various developments.  OM advised that complexities in a number of areas are impacting on INTEGRI testing.  

Calypso

No further update nor news with no LA interest in this being reported.

2.
LASSeO Mifare Testing

MD reported that he had given the spec to AIDC developers 

· AIDC to give 20% commission to LASSeO on sales of outputs – happy to be mutually supportive.

· AIDC sees Smartcard compliance testing (and other compliance testing) as valuable and will take whatever steps are necessary to continue this activity. 

3. 
Public Sector Membership 


Database

DH advised list of provided contacts being very dated and not comprehensive. Key issue is not having a database but getting LA engagement.
A general discussion followed.

Identified Issues
- In current economic context it is difficult to have LA representatives travel.
- High technical level contents of LASSeO discussions not addressing operational/practical concerns of LAs.


Possible Solutions
- Use phone conference option to have remote participants join in.
- Organize “regional” meetings as in the past to get local attendance.

- Provide concrete/operational (non technical) agenda items to foster LA attendance.

- Evangelical approach based on one to one meetings with LAs.

- Use of Local Area Partnerships as platform for LASSeO promotion.

- Use passive base of members already using LASSeO via ENCTS by offering them to register as LASSeO members and offering free spec upgrades.

- Promote LASSeO through the value chain (buyers, suppliers) by raising visibility.

Note : KF stated that the SCNF are having similar difficulties – They have now identified and strengthened the core of its membership but still having difficulty with low numbers in that core.

Agreed Position & Action Item : DH & MD to liaise and outline a communication plan to be presented next meeting. Investigate development of a set of non-technical material.

4.
Member Updates


SNAPI 

JG advised current progress remains slow.  Demo pilot to be carried out the BFBC libraries (Dynix system) to determine whether bigger SNAPI system to be put in or use as demo for other authorities.  No further news of Cambridge guided busway activity.

Olympics present a SNAPI opportunity.   RFID Europe event on 3rd Sept. has slot available for SNAPI demo.

JG asked if there was any potential for AIDC to do some support for SNAPI and how we could use commercial pressure groups to support disabled people?

Action: JG to formulate new plan of action

SCNF (KF)

KF provided a brief update on the SCNF 

· Public sector session peaked at about 35

· Next event was scheduled for 30th September in Cambridge focusing on RFID

· Event after September likely to be around CRM

TCF WG21

MD to liaise with Richard Poynder to circulation of document to LASSeO members

Identity Issues 

ME reported that the IPS has now issued new document confirming a federated identity approach for National ID

5.
Next Meeting and AOB
Meeting is confirmed for 29th September 2pm to 5pm in Cambridge during the RFID Europe event.


Thanks to KF/SCNF for providing the venue: Bevin Room, Churchill College, Cambridge. 

Secretariat – ALCO Consulting
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